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A thriving art presence in a municipality energizes the environment, inspires economic 

development, and connects communities with public art. The City of Yonkers continues the downtown 

Yonkers mural program in an effort to contribute to the revitalization process. Our murals, new and old, 

inspire individuals from the five boroughs, Westchester County, and beyond to explore the heart of 

Yonkers and all of the food, nightlife, and culture that it offers. These murals drive economic 

development and strengthen that our City is not only a quaint place to visit, but a destination to live.  

According to Americans for the Arts, “Arts & Economic Prosperity V” found that the arts-and-

culture sector in Westchester County generates $172.3 million in total economic activity, supporting 

almost 5,200 full-time-equivalent jobs.  Attendees of cultural events spend an average of $21.84 per 

person, per event which doesn’t include the dinner, parking, childcare, souvenirs and gifts even hotel 

stays associated with attending cultural events.  The economic impact of the arts in the county has 

increased by more than 218% since 1995 with 62% of non-residents recently surveyed indicating that 

their primary purpose for visiting Westchester County was specifically to attend the arts or cultural 

event that they were surveyed at. 

Recognizing that the arts play an integral part not only in the economic engine of a city but also 

in the urban planning feel of the City, Yonkers undertook several public art murals in the last three years 

as a continuation of the downtown mural program.  These pieces include Luisa Vibes Waterfront Vibes, 

Surface of Beauty’s Orange Joy, Katori Walker’s Vigorizar-Daylighting III, and Daisy Rossetti’s Come Fly 

with me. Each embody the wildlife theme found in our past murals, such as Eelco Van den berg’s Wildlife 

(2016) created in Daylighting I.  

Additionally, our murals are a reflection of our community. Luisa’s Waterfront Vibes represents 

the river’s current but is also influenced by her Portuguese ancestry given the traditional patterns and 

Katori’s Vigorizar-Daylighting III depicts a rendering of “mother nature” but simultaneously reflects on 

her African American heritage. David Boyajian’s, Flow, features silver oak leaves which symbolizes 

military service and honors our veterans. Grampa created by Fumero in 2015, celebrates the aging with 

vibrant, lively colors. Our muralists were selected through a call and were chosen on how effectively 

their work represented our diverse community. The continuation of our program has successfully 

connected our community with art that truly speaks to them while revitalizing and branding our city as a 

place to visit and experience public art.  
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Artworks mentioned:  

 
Fumero, Grampa, 2015 
Location: Yonkers Department of Motor Vehicles (1 Larkin Plaza) 
Size: 40 by 25 ft 
Cost: $10,000 
Funding Source: City Capital  
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David Boyajian, Flow, 2019 
Location: Daylighting III Park (Nepperhan Avenue and New Main Street) 
Size: 10’ tall, 5’ wide, and 46” deep  
Cost: $5,000 
Funding Source: Yonkers Community Development Agency (Downtown Revitalization Initiative Program 
funds) 
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Eelco Van den berg, Wildlife, 2016 
Location: Mill Street Courtyard (entrances from North Broadway, Main Street, and Warburton Ave) 
Size: 40 by 50 ft  
Cost: $8,169 
Funding Source: Yonkers Community Development Agency (Downtown Revitalization Initiative Program 
funds) 
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Katori Walker, (utility box mural) Vigorizar-Daylighting III, 2019 
Location: Daylighting III Park (Nepperhan Avenue and New Main Street) 
Size: 22”W X 72”L X 38”H 
Cost: $1,115 
Funding Source: Yonkers Community Development Agency (Downtown Revitalization Initiative Program 
funds) 
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Luisa Baptisa, Waterfront Vibes, 2019 
Location: Buena Vista Parking garage (20 Buena Vista Ave) 
Size: 15 by 17 ft (elevator wall) 
Cost: $4,370 
Funding Source: Yonkers Community Development Agency (Downtown Revitalization Initiative Program 
funds) 
Permission granted by City of Yonkers Parking Authority  
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Daisy Rossetti, (utility box mural) Come Fly with Me, 2019 
Location: Daylighting III Park (Nepperhan Avenue and New Main Street) 
Size: 22”W X 72”L X 38”H 
Cost: $1,170 
Funding Source: Yonkers Community Development Agency (Downtown Revitalization Initiative Program 
funds) 
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Surface of Beauty (Natasha May Platt), Orange Joy, 2019 
Location: Government Center Garage (87 Nepperhan Avenue) 
Size: 900 square feet, 30 feet high.  
Cost: $11,144 
Funding Source: Yonkers Community Development Agency (Downtown Revitalization Initiative Program 
funds) 
Permission granted by City of Yonkers Parking Authority   
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PUBLICATIONS 
 
Lohud’s publication on Surface of Beauty’s (Natasha May Platt’s), Orange Joy:  
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Below is a Yonkers Times’ publication on Luisa Baptista’s Waterfront Vibes mural and the City’s new 
sculpture garden along the waterfront, which features sculpture installations by local artists (pictured 
below).  
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